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domain on both sides, had been so dangerous to his father.
The alliance was further cemented when Louis' two daughters
by Eleanor married Adela's brothers, Henry count of Cham-
pagne and Theobald V count of Blois. Louis had other ties
in Champagne, for his own brother Henry became archbishop
of Rheims in 1162 and the bishop of Chalons sur Marne was
also immediately subject to him. The royal domain, there-
fore, with Blois and Champagne to the left and right of it
formed a compact little family group. Unfortunately Louis
was as usual easily dominated, and his two brothers-in-law
were rather overpowering neighbours.1 At the time, at any
rate, it was a successful marriage, and it created a counter-
poise to the power of Henry II. So he regarded it, and he
retaliated by causing the marriage of his son with Margaret to
be celebrated, and immediately took her dowry, the Norman
Vexin, into his control. This was an unworthy trick, at
which Louis was justly incensed, and he made a show of
force ; but as usual he resigned himself to the fait accompli,
and in 1162 consented to a renewal of the treaty with the
king of England.

1160-70             So far Henry had been having things all his own way*

Th>i ' t* ^u^ *n ^e nex^ phase Louis was to play a larger role, and
situation Henry to find difficulties beginning to gather in his path.
The main events of the decade from 1160 to 1170 were ecclesi-
astical, and in ecclesiastical politics Louis had definite assets.
The prelude to them was the great papal schism in 1159.
Frederick Barbarossa vainly attempted to gain recognition
for Victor IV outside the Empire; in 1160 both Henry II
AI^ d anc^ kouis VH gavc their adhesion to Alexander III. Yet
ill in France in North. Italy, as well as in Germany, Frederick had the
upper hand, and when he wreaked his vengeance on Milan
in 1162, Alexander was fearful of his own security and,
following precedent, took refuge in France, But he made
the natural mistake of thinking that Henry's protection was
all-important while Louis could be ignored; accordingly he
gave his sanction to the marriage of the young Henry with
Margaret, and so set in motion a train of bewildering negoti-
ations and intrigues* Louis was deeply offended, and lent
an ear to the blandishments of the Emperor- His brother-

1 Their influence was further increased when archbishop Henry died and
another of Adela's brothers, William, became archbishop of Rheims in 1176.